
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Capital Defense Counsel, a division of the Mississippi Office of State Public Defender, is 

seeking applicants for the position of Mitigation Specialist.  Capital Defense was created to 

provide representation to indigent defendants charged with death penalty eligible offenses at trial 

and on direct appeal.  The office is located in Jackson and handles cases statewide.  Travel is 

required.  Applicant must have a valid driver’s license and be eligible to visit in jails and prisons.  

The position is full time.  Annual salary is $45,000 to $63,000 DOE plus state benefits. 

 

Applicants should posses a master’s in social work or related field or bachelor’s degree and 

minimum of two years working as a death penalty mitigation specialist or similar work 

experience.  

 

Applicants must demonstrate a commitment to indigent defense and interest in working with 

individuals from diverse cultural, racial, and ethnic backgrounds. 

 

The mitigation specialist will assist trial counsel in investigation and preparation of the penalty 

phase of capital murder trials where the state is seeking the death penalty. 

 

Specific duties include, but are not limited to: 

 

• Conduct interviews with client and work with client and the client’s family while the case in 

pending. 

• Obtain records regarding the client and the client’s family including but not limited to, 

records related to the case and to the client’s criminal history, birth and other medical 

records, school records, social service agency records, juvenile court and juvenile probation/ 

court services records, employment records, military records, adult education records, jail/ 

prison/ parole/ probation records, treatment records, and other documents and items 

illustrating the client’s life. 

• Identify, locate and interview potential penalty phase witnesses. 

• Identify factors in the client’s background that require expert evaluations. 

• Assist in locating appropriate experts. 

• Provide background materials and information to these experts to enable them to perform 

competent and reliable evaluations. 

• Consult with the attorney(s) regarding development of the theory of the case and strategy. 

• Prepare social history reports. 

 

OSPD is committed to building a culturally diverse workplace and strongly encourages persons 

of color, LGBTQ individuals, veterans, persons with disabilities, and persons from other 

traditionally underrepresented communities to apply. 

 

Interested applicants should send resume to André de Gruy via e-mail to adegr@ospd.ms.gov.  

 

The position will remain open until filled. 
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